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What is Phonics?

Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and 
write. 

It helps children hear, identify and use different 
sounds that distinguish one word from another in the 
English language.



Key Vocabulary:

Grapheme
A letter or number of letters that represent a 
sound.

Phoneme
The sounds that a grapheme makes.



Key Vocabulary:

Digraph
Two letters representing one sound.



Key Vocabulary:

Trigraph
Three letters representing one sound.



Key Vocabulary:

Split Digraph
Two letters that make one 
sound but are split by a 
consonant.



Key Vocabulary:
Zips

When segmenting a word, we 
use zips to represent digraphs 
and trigraphs.



Key Vocabulary:

Buttons
When segmenting a word, we 
use buttons to identify 
individual letters that make a 
single sound.



Key Vocabulary:

Fairy words

These are high frequency 
words and common exception 
words that you can segment 
and blend.



Key Vocabulary:

Tricky troll words

These are high frequency 
words and common exception 
words that you cannot 
segment and blend.



Key Vocabulary:

Alien words

These words will always have a 
picture of an alien next to 
them. This is to ensure the 
children know they are not real 
words.



Order of teaching
Phase 2

Reception

Phase 3

Reception

Phase 5

Year 1

Spelling rules

Year 2 

s, a, t, p, i, n, 
m, d, g, o, c, 
k, e, r, h, b, f 
(ff), l (ll), ss, 
u, j, v, w, x, y, 
z (zz)

ck, qu, ch, th, 
sh, ng, ai, ee, 
oa, oo/oo, ar, 
or, ur, ow, oi, 
er, ear, air, 
ure, igh.

ou, ir, ay, ea, 
aw, oy, au, 
ey/-y, ew, e-e, 
ow (slow), 
wh, ph, ie, oe, 
ue, a-e, i-e, 
o-e, u-e

Alternative 
digraphs linked 
to spelling rules.



● Key points that contribute and are the 

components of your curriculum

Principles (links to research)

include pictures 
(environment, examples)



Reading ability Share Challenge 

Books



● Phonics assessment/ trackers

● Reading records - Individual reading

● Accelerated Reader quizzes

● Daily lessons

● STARs assessments

● Paper assessments

● Chapter quizzes

Assessment 



● I say, you say, we say

● Applying phonics knowledge

● Skimming and Scanning

● Developing vocabulary - 50,000

● Questioning - why

● Using evidence

Strategies



Ideas for at home


