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Assistant Headteacher Update

Thank you parents and carers for all your support this term - the children are feeling a lot more settled now with 
their new surroundings and class expectations; learning is really taking off and it's wonderful to see how well 
everyone is achieving. The science curriculum has really taken off with experiments underway already: Year 6 
have been observing the spread of mold on bread; whilst Year 5 have been observing the transformation from a 
maggot to a fly...quite remarkable! Next week, the children will be running their mini marathon in P.E so please 
ensure your child brings in their water bottle and has a good breakfast.

Mayan Workshop: Throughout this week, each class has been treated to a 
full day workshop about the Ancient Mayans. Simon (a real life explorer) 
led a fun-filled day of Mayan facts and activities, team building skills and 
captivating anecdotes of his own experiences of the Amazon rainforest. 
The children were hooked from the first few minutes and had an excellent 
day of asking questions and building their own knowledge. 

Maggots!: Some very special (and quite disgusting!) visitors arrived in the Year 5 classrooms this week - 
MAGGOTS! As part of their Science learning about life-cycles, the children have watched the life-cycle of a 
maggot turn into a fly right before their very eyes. The children (and staff!) were a little bit apprehensive at first, but 
they are now completely hooked on seeing the daily transformations. Thank you Mrs Lartey for organising a great 
experiment!  

Writing & Reading: We are now coming to the end of our second writing unit where the children have written a 
diary entry from a character from our class book, Holes. The children have shown a brilliant understanding of the 
characters and empathised with the challenges that they have faced. Everyone has been totally immersed in the 
story and can't wait to see how the story ends. 

Maths: Year 5 have continued developing their addition and subtraction skills this week. They have applied a 
variety of methods to worded questions and are showing excellent progress with their reasoning and problem 
solving strategies. 

Message from the Teachers: A gentle reminder that all Year 5 children need to come into school wearing their PE 
kit on Monday 17th October for the Netball and Basketball tournament. They must also remember a water bottle 
and a coat as some of the activities are outside!
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Photos of us.
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Performing Arts update

I have also been really proud of how hard the Year One &amp; Two Musical Theatre club 
has worked on a brilliant performance of ‘A Millions Dreams’. We have now begun a 
spooky Halloween performance to ‘This is Halloween’ from The Nightmare Before 
Christmas!

It’s been very exciting in Performing Arts since the start of term!

We have made a great start on our Nativity in Reception
which has been a great introduction to Hampton Vale’s
performing arts programme for our new starters. We
have loved learning all the new songs and the story of
the Nativity!
Year One have worked very hard learning about Matilda
and a poem about a very magic cat. Amazing work Year
One! Just look at Fareed’s face - we love that cat!
I have been so impressed with how hard Year Two have
worked on their Annie performances. We have enjoyed
learning about the story of Annie and how she had to
work so hard doing chores at home - the students were
not impressed about having to do so much cleaning!



Hampton Vale Primary Academy  

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and we expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  

14th October  2022

Year 5  News

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and we expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  

Performing Arts update cont..

             Well done to everyone for getting involved and working so hard in your
                performing arts lessons! I am so proud of each and everyone of you!

Year Three and Four have been working on Matilda and Mary 
Poppins, looking at characters, accents and putting this all into 
scripted performances. I have been blown away by Year Four’s 
hard work!

In Year Five we have been creating informative anti-bullying
performances. The students have worked hard planning and 
performing the pieces. We have all been really impressed with 
the maturity shown in these performances. Well done Year 5, 
keep up the good work!

Finally - Year Six have been working on both a hip-hop dance 
and
workshopping Shrek the Musical. Two very different skills for 
each piece, but I have been so impressed with how everyone 
has given it their best shot
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For the month of October we will proudly be celebrating Black History Month 2022. This year's theme is 'Actions 
Not Words' and as a school we will be learning about black culture, history, prejudices that black people have 
faced in order to fight for equality, as well as learn about black people's contribution to British society. We also 
excitingly have a dance group coming into school to work with all year groups on 19th October. If you would like to 
find out any further information please speak to Mrs Matingwa or Miss Onyett. We look forward to updating you 
further about our learning throughout the month!







First Session  08:30-15:00  Tuesday, 18 October 2022
Second Session  08:30-15:00  Thursday, 8 December 2022
An E-Consent link will be sent out next week.
















