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Welcome back to the new school year. It is lovely to see you all after the summer holidays  and what a fantastic 
start we have had! It has certainly been very busy, but the children have quickly settled back into school and its 
routines and are engrossed in their learning. 
In Year 4 we started reading our focus text ‘The Witches’ by Roald Dahl in our guided reading lessons. The children 
have enjoyed learning about how to spot a witch, finding it funny that witches think children smell of dog’s droppings 
and it might just be me but I think that they are now eyeing all adults suspiciously!  Using the text they have 
continued to build on the skill of  retrieval to answer questions focusing on what they have read. 

In Maths, we have been focusing on place value; specifically looking in detail at number lines and partitioning 3 digit 
numbers into their hundreds, tens and units, we have then compared numbers based on the value of the digits. The 
children have enjoyed answering a series of problem solving and reasoning questions, as well as a range of quick 
fire times tables questions in our fluency sessions. At the end of the year all Year 4 children across the country will 
take part in the statutory Multiplication Table check. 

In Writing, we have started looking at the features of an explanation text. The children have generated vocabulary 
for the character of The Grand High Witch from ‘The Witches’ and explored fronted adverbials in our GPS sessions. 
The children have also had a chance to practise their handwriting skills and are all very keen to earn a handwriting 
pen! 

Additionally,  Year 4 have enjoyed resuming their specialist lessons, including P.E, Performing Arts and Forest 
School where they have been playing tag rugby, looking at different accents and singing songs from Mary Poppins.

All the children in the school have a login for TTRockstars and Spelling Shed. We ask that the children use these at 
home to practise their times tables and spellings. These, in conjunction with reading regularly with your child will 
support their learning in school, please add any reading that has been done at home to your child’s reading diary as 
this will help them gain reading rewards. In addition, all children have a Google Classroom account where the 
teachers are setting weekly homework. If you need reminding of any login details, please speak to your child’s class 
teacher. 

Miss Barnes
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Key Dates 

Census day/Special Lunch - 6th October

Individual/Sibling Photographs - 20th 

October 2022

Half Term - 24th - 28th October 2022

British Museum - 8th November 2022

Parents Evening - 7th  & 10th November

Please make sure you send your children to 
school with a healthy lunch and snacks.

I have really enjoyed our writing 
lessons where we have been 

generating vocabulary to 
describe The Grand High Witch. 
My favourite description of her 
appearance is ‘Her lips were 

letterbox red. 
Penny, Beijing

I have really enjoyed learning 
about how to spot a witch 
because I get to express 

myself when writing about the 
hideous, nauseating Grand 

High Witch. 
Valentina, New Delhi

My most enjoyable 
moment so far has been 

reading the Witches 
because Roald Dahl uses 

amazing imagery to 
describe them with and 

without their masks.  It has 
helped me get more 

information for my writing. 
Cayla, Tokyo








