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Year 3 News
Assistant Headteacher Update

The wonderful start to our new school year is continuing, with the children now fully immersed in the whole curriculum 
we offer here at Hampton Vale. It has been lovely to see the children selecting their reading books and taking them 
home to share with you. The children will be awarded a star each time they read three times at home. Once the 
children receive 25 stars they will be awarded their Bronze Reading Award. Reading regularly will not only improve 
your child’s fluency, but it will also improve their vocabulary as well as supporting them with their spelling and 
punctuation when writing, not to mention developing their imagination. 

Teachers are continuing to set homework on Google Classroom, thank you for submitting it once it has been 
completed. If you have any questions about the homework, Google Classroom, or if you are unsure how to access it, 
please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

The children in Year 3 have been learning about Judaism in RE this week.  So far, we have learned about Rosh 
Hashanah, the Jewish New Year festival, and how this is marked by the blowing of the shofar (a ram’s horn trumpet).  
We have also found out about a major Jewish holiday called Passover, which celebrates the exodus of the Isralites 
from slavery in Egypt.  We discovered that during Passover, several different types of foods are eaten, each with their 
own symbolic meaning. We shared our thoughts on how this compares to food which is eaten during celebratory 
festivals in other religions, such as chocolate, which is commonly eaten by Christians at Easter. Or laddu (ball 
shaped sweets made of flour, dough and sugar) which are eaten during the Hindu festival of Diwali. Further 
conversations took place regarding how religious festivals are often a time for reflection.  As a result, the children 
took time to reflect over their previous school year and recorded their hopes and aspirations for the year ahead.

Light and shadow has continued to be our main focus in our science lessons.  Children were fascinated when they 
discovered the history behind ‘cats eyes’ on the roads.  We found out about Percy Shaw, the inventor of these life 
saving contraptions and his reasons for creating these light reflecting devices, which now feature on many of our 
roads.  Following this, we looked at the difference between light sources and reflective materials.  Fantastic 
discussions took place surrounding the importance of reflective clothing, which helps to keep people visible and safe 
during the darker hours. We all agreed that such clothing is especially important in the winter months, when we 
spend a greater amount of hours in darkness.

In writing, we have just completed our first unit - writing a diary entry as Flat Stanley.  We are now commencing a 
new unit where we will be writing a setting description.  Week one will consist of learning new writing skills, such as 
using similes to make comparisons and using subordinating and coordinating conjunctions to extend sentences 
further.  We will also be generating descriptive vocabulary about a forest scene from the film The Lorax.  In week two, 
we will be putting these skills into practice whilst describing a scene from Charlie and the chocolate factory.  This 
classic Roald Dahl book will also be the text which we will be reading in our reading lessons.  We are very excited 
about immersing ourselves into this book and discovering all it has to offer.  

There has certainly been a change in weather, and with the arrival of the rain and cold days, please remember to 
bring wellies and appropriate clothing, especially on Forest School and PE days. If you are unsure of the days on 
which your child has Forest School or PE, please speak to your child’s class teacher.

Miss Thomas
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What do our Year 3 children have to say?

'I have enjoyed Maths. I really like 
practising my times tables and we have 
been learning about hundreds, tens and 

ones! It's tricky but I am getting the hang of 
it now.' Kacey, Athens

“ In music, we have been learning about 
vocal exercising, snatch breaths and 
pitch which is making your voice go from 
low to high. Max, Prague

I have really enjoyed Science recently 
as we found out how cat’s eyes were 
invented and why Percy Shaw 
invented them.  I have also enjoyed 
learning about the Stone Age in 
History. Ida Rose, Copenhagen

Key Dates

Census day/Special Lunch - 6th Oct
Individual/Sibling Photographs - 20th 

October 2022

Half term - 24th October - 28th October 

2022

Parents Evening - 7th & 10 November

Flag Fen trip - 7th December 2022

As a school we would also like to remind you of the 

following: 

● Earrings must be studs, religious bands are allowed 

but no necklaces, bracelets please. 

● Watches are allowed, including analogue, digital and 

fitness trackers (step counters); however, 

smart-watches are not permitted as some have apps 

and/or can maintain connectivity to phones which 

can become a distraction and are deemed as a 

safeguarding risk. 
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For the month of October we will proudly be celebrating Black History Month 2022. This year's theme is 'Actions 
Not Words' and as a school we will be learning about black culture, history, prejudices that black people have 
faced in order to fight for equality, as well as learn about black people's contribution to British society. We also 
excitingly have a dance group coming into school to work with all year groups on 19th October. If you would like to 
find out any further information please speak to Mrs Matingwa or Miss Onyett. We look forward to updating you 
further about our learning throughout the month!
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PE Update

In P.E this term Reception to year 2 have been doing Multi skills and playing Tag games. Children in years 3-6 
are training for the london Mini Marathon and also playing tag rugby.

In Tag rugby the children have learned how to tag, pass and score trys. 

Children in reception have had a great start to the year. They've been playing simple tag games and working on 
different balances too. 

Children will be Running a mini marathon of 2.6 miles in October in their P.E lessons. This equates to 8 laps of 
the school field. They have been training in lessons and learning about how to build stamina and running at 
different speeds. Also they have learned about what effects exercise has on the body. (See next slide.)

We also Have a new P.E teacher to work with the children called Mr Collins also. He has worked in schools 
before and has a background in football. Children have made him feel welcome.

We are soon going to be offering table tennis, year 1 and 2 multi skills, netball, dodgeball, extra football for years 
5/6 clubs. Please keep an eye out on the MCAS app.





First Session  08:30-15:00  Tuesday, 18 October 2022
Second Session  08:30-15:00  Thursday, 8 December 2022
An E-Consent link will be sent out next week.


















