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Year 3 News
Assistant Headteacher Update

I cannot believe that it is almost half term, the weeks are flying by very quickly. Thank you for your support with the 
School Census lunch last Thursday, as the Census helps to determine the school’s funding.  The children certainly 
enjoyed their burgers, adding their own toppings as well as the chocolate cake and ice cream.

In writing this week we are using the book we have recently read, ‘The Tin Forest’, as well as the book we are 
currently reading, ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’, to help us understand how the author uses  descriptive 
language for a setting to enable us to create a picture of it in our minds.  We will be using both of these books as 
stimuli in the following weeks to aid us in writing our own setting descriptions and we cannot wait to see how the 
children will describe their chosen locations. In preparation for this writing, you could perhaps ask your child to 
describe different surroundings, for example the setting when you take the dog for a walk, go to a friend or relative’s 
house or even what their bedroom looks like (hopefully after a tidy up!). Whilst the children are describing these 
settings, you could encourage them to use descriptive language as well as similes to aid their descriptions.

Number bonds are something every child will learn early on in their school career but they come in handy throughout 
life. This week we will be using number bonds to aid us in our quick addition and subtraction calculations, for 
example, 27 + 6 = ? could be tricky getting past that ten barrier of 30. However, using our knowledge of number 
bonds and also that 6 can be expressed as 3+3, we could therefore quickly add 27 + 3 + 3 = 33. Using our 
understanding of number bonds can help us create steps in calculations to make it easier for us to solve them.  If you 
would like to support your children at home you could ask them their number bonds. To do this, give your child a 
number and ask them what they would need to add to it to get to the next multiple of 10, for example 42 + ? = 50? or 
72 + ? = 80?

In history this week, we have been putting on our archaeologist hats to investigate different artefacts from the Stone 
Age. When we looked at an artefact we discussed it and asked questions about it to try and discover what it was 
used for, for example we looked at a sharp stone and asked if it was part of an axe, spear or knife or just in fact a 
stone? Through discussion and historical enquiry we have been seeing what these things can tell us about how 
people of the time lived and how they made and used tools to help them in their everyday life.

On the days when children come to school in their PE kit, please can we remind you that their kit must follow our 
school uniform policy. PE kits include a plain white t-shirt and royal blue shorts. However, with the colder months now 
upon us, children may also wear a royal blue hoodie and either black, grey or navy jogging bottoms.
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What do our Year 3 children have to say?

In maths I have enjoyed learning new 
methods to solve addition and subtraction 
sums. Fay, Copenhagen

I have enjoyed reading Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory. My favourite moment 
is when Charlie finds the golden ticket! 
Nathi, Athens

Writing has been so good this week 
as we have been writing our own 
setting descriptions. Lois, Prague

Key Dates

Individual/Sibling Photographs - 20th 

October 2022

Half term - 24th October - 28th October 

2022

Parents Evening - 7th & 10 November

Flag Fen trip - 7th December 2022

As a school we would also like to remind you of the 

following: 

● Earrings must be studs, religious bands are allowed 

but no necklaces, bracelets please. 

● Watches are allowed, including analogue, digital and 

fitness trackers (step counters); however, 

smart-watches are not permitted as some have apps 

and/or can maintain connectivity to phones which 

can become a distraction and are deemed as a 

safeguarding risk.
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Performing Arts update

I have also been really proud of how hard the Year One &amp; Two Musical Theatre club 
has worked on a brilliant performance of ‘A Millions Dreams’. We have now begun a 
spooky Halloween performance to ‘This is Halloween’ from The Nightmare Before 
Christmas!

It’s been very exciting in Performing Arts since the start of term!

We have made a great start on our Nativity in Reception
which has been a great introduction to Hampton Vale’s
performing arts programme for our new starters. We
have loved learning all the new songs and the story of
the Nativity!
Year One have worked very hard learning about Matilda
and a poem about a very magic cat. Amazing work Year
One! Just look at Fareed’s face - we love that cat!
I have been so impressed with how hard Year Two have
worked on their Annie performances. We have enjoyed
learning about the story of Annie and how she had to
work so hard doing chores at home - the students were
not impressed about having to do so much cleaning!
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Performing Arts update cont..

              Well done to everyone for getting involved and working so hard in your
                performing arts lessons! I am so proud of each and everyone of you!

Year Three and Four have been working on Matilda and Mary 
Poppins, looking at characters, accents and putting this all into 
scripted performances. I have been blown away by Year Four’s 
hard work!

In Year Five we have been creating informative anti-bullying
performances. The students have worked hard planning and 
performing the pieces. We have all been really impressed with the 
maturity shown in these performances. Well done Year 5, keep up 
the good work!

Finally - Year Six have been working on both a hip-hop dance and
workshopping Shrek the Musical. Two very different skills for each 
piece, but I have been so impressed with how everyone has given 
it their best shot
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For the month of October we will proudly be celebrating Black History Month 2022. This year's theme is 'Actions 
Not Words' and as a school we will be learning about black culture, history, prejudices that black people have 
faced in order to fight for equality, as well as learn about black people's contribution to British society. We also 
excitingly have a dance group coming into school to work with all year groups on 19th October. If you would like to 
find out any further information please speak to Mrs Matingwa or Miss Onyett. We look forward to updating you 
further about our learning throughout the month!









First Session  08:30-15:00  Tuesday, 18 October 2022
Second Session  08:30-15:00  Thursday, 8 December 2022
An E-Consent link will be sent out next week.














