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The wonderful start to our new school year is continuing, with the children now fully immersed in the whole 
curriculum we offer here at Hampton Vale. It has been lovely to see the children selecting their reading books and 
taking them home to share with you. The children will be awarded a star each time they read three times at home. 
Once the children receive 25 stars they will be awarded their Bronze Reading Award. Reading regularly will not only 
improve your child’s fluency, but it will also improve their vocabulary as well as supporting them with their spelling 
and punctuation when writing, not to mention developing their imagination. 

Teachers are continuing to set homework on Google Classroom, thank you for submitting it once it has been 
completed. If you have any questions about the homework, Google Classroom, or if you are unsure how to access 
it, please speak to your child’s class teacher

Over the past couple of weeks, Year 2 has been starting to dive into the topic of Guy Fawkes and how he is linked 
to Bonfire night which we have been celebrating every year for hundreds of years. As the Gunpowder Plot was in 
1605, the children have been deepening their knowledge of London in the 1600s and comparing it to their own 
experiences of London today, they have been really surprised about how the buildings and streets have changed. 

In science we have been focusing on materials and learning about what materials different items are made from. 
We have also been developing our vocabulary to describe the material’s properties, for example, rigid, flexible, 
transparent and opaque. We have also been finding out about Pearl Agyakwa who is a materials scientist and 
looking at what kind of experiments she conducts using the different materials. We have really enjoyed finding out 
about a real-life scientist whose job it is to do what we are learning about. 

The children have now completed their first piece of writing in Year 2, having retold their guided reading story ‘How 
to Catch a Star.’ However, the children imagined and wrote their own version of how the boy caught the star, there 
were certainly lots of original ideas including catching it with a harpoon gun! We were also very impressed with their 
use of vocabulary in this piece of work. Our next writing unit is a diary entry from the perspective of Traction Man 
which we have recently explored within our reading lessons. The children really enjoyed reading all about the 
adventures that Traction Man and his pet, Scrubbing Brush, went on and at times they could not stop laughing 

There has certainly been a change in weather, and with the arrival of the rain and cold days, please remember to 
bring wellies and appropriate clothing, especially on Forest School and PE days. If you are unsure of the days on 
which your child has Forest School or PE, please speak to your child’s class teacher
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Key Dates

Census Day/Special Lunch - 6th Oct

Half term - 24th - 28th October 2022

Individual/Sibling Photographs - 20th 

October 2022

Parents Evening - 7th & 10th November

History off the Page workshop - 14th 

November

What do our Year 2 children have to say?

I have liked doing the new multiplication 
and division methods - they’re really 

challenging! 
Alfie, Athens

I am really enjoying learning all about Guy 
Fawkes in Humanities. I loved finding out 
why he wanted to blow up the Houses of 
Parliament on 5th November. Jude, 
Dublin

I’m enjoying learning facts about Guy 
Fawkes because I didn’t know that we 
celebrate bonfire night because Guy 
Fawkes failed to blow up the Houses 
of Parliament. Tayla, Rome

I have been enjoying maths because I 
love the challenge of repartitioning 
numbers. I liked writing the story of 

How to Catch a Star in my own words 
too, that was good. Fola, Lisbon

As a school we would also like to remind you of the 

following: 

● Earrings must be studs, religious bands are allowed 

but no necklaces, bracelets please. 

● Watches are allowed, including analogue, digital and 

fitness trackers (step counters); however, 

smart-watches are not permitted as some have apps 

and/or can maintain connectivity to phones which 

can become a distraction and are deemed as a 

safeguarding risk. 
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For the month of October we will proudly be celebrating Black History Month 2022. This year's theme is 'Actions 
Not Words' and as a school we will be learning about black culture, history, prejudices that black people have faced 
in order to fight for equality, as well as learn about black people's contribution to British society. We also excitingly 
have a dance group coming into school to work with all year groups on 19th October. If you would like to find out 
any further information please speak to Mrs Matingwa or Miss Onyett. We look forward to updating you further 
about our learning throughout the month!
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In P.E this term Reception to year 2 have been doing Multi skills and playing Tag games. Children in years 3-6 are 
training for the london Mini Marathon and also playing tag rugby.

In Tag rugby the children have learned how to tag, pass and score trys. 

Children in reception have had a great start to the year. They've been playing simple tag games and working on 
different balances too. 

Children will be Running a mini marathon of 2.6 miles in October in their P.E lessons. This equates to 8 laps of the 
school field. They have been training in lessons and learning about how to build stamina and running at different 
speeds. Also they have learned about what effects exercise has on the body. (See next slide.)

We also Have a new P.E teacher to work with the children called Mr Collins also. He has worked in schools before 
and has a background in football. Children have made him feel welcome.

We are soon going to be offering table tennis, year 1 and 2 multi skills, netball, dodgeball, extra football for years 
5/6 clubs. Please keep an eye out on the MCAS app.





First Session  08:30-15:00  Tuesday, 18 October 2022
Second Session  08:30-15:00  Thursday, 8 December 2022
An E-Consent link will be sent out next week.


















